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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 1.1. Course objectives 

In this course, students gain knowledge of legal instruments and a methodological approach to the study of European law 
in family matters. The course is aimed at providing specific knowledge of the normative action of the Council of Europe and 
the European Union in the regulation of family relations, and critical analysis of the relevant case law of the European Court 
of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the European Union. Although substantive family law remains a matter for the 
Member States, given the increasing mobility and internationalization of the child and the family, contemporary European 
law, within the limits of its competences, is developing certain mechanisms for harmonizing national family law solutions. 
Students gain knowledge on the development, obstacles and reaches of these mechanisms. 

1.2. Prerequisites for enrolment 

- 

1.3. Learning outcomes: 

The student will be able to: 
1. Identify the area of activity of institutions and organizations directly and indirectly involved in the development of 

European family law; 
2. Analyse European documents and legal practise of the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of 

Justice of the European Union in the field of family law; 
3. Recognize and define research problems in European family law; 
4.     Present and transfer the acquired knowledge in legal practice. 

1.4. Course description 

The content of the course covers topics related to the normative action of the Council of Europe and the European Union 
in the regulation of family relations, as well as the relevant case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the Court 
of Justice of the European Union. Particular attention will be devoted to the following topics: Family in European law; Scope 
of activity of institutions and organizations directly and indirectly involved in the development of European family law; 
European legislation to protect families at 'horizontal', 'vertical' and 'individual' levels; Relevant Case law of the European 
Court of Human Rights and Court of Justice; Harmonization of national family legislation; The future of European family law. 

1.5. Course organisation 

 Lectures 
 seminars and 

workshops  
 practical work   
 long distance 

learning* 
 field work 

 individual tasks   
 multimedia and 

network 
 laboratory  
 mentoring 
 other  



1.6. Comments  

1.7. Student’s obligations 

Participation in classes and preparation of a written seminar. 

1.8. Monitoring student’s work 

Attendance x 
Active 
participation 

x Seminar x 
Experimental 
work 

 

Written 
exam 

 Oral exam   Essay  Research  

Project  
Continuous 
assessment 

 Report  Practical work   

Portfolio    Presentation    

1.9. Evaluation and assessment of student’s work during the course and on the final exam 

 

STUDENT ACTIVITY * 
 

ECTS 
LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

** 

TEACHING METHOD 
 

EVALUATION 
METHOD 

POINTS 

min max 

Class activity 2 1-4 

Listening to 

presentations, 

studying literature and 

notes, participating in 

discussions 

Attendance records, 

evaluation and 

monitoring during 

class, professor's 

observations. 

20 30 

Seminars 4 1-4 

Creation and 

presentation of a 

research paper 

Assessment of 

factual knowledge, 

conceptual 

knowledge and 

presentation skills. 

40 70 

Total 6  60 100 
 

1.10. Mandatory reading (in the moment of study programme draft application) 

1. Scherpe, Jens M. (ed.), EUROPEAN FAMILY LAW, Four-Volume set, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2016. 

1.11. Recommended reading (in the moment of study programme draft application) 

1. Katharina Boele-Woelki, Frédérique Ferrand, Cristina González-Beilfuss, Maarit Jänterä-Jareborg, Nigel Lowe, 

Dieter Martiny, Velina Todorova, PRINCIPLES OF EUROPEAN FAMILY LAW REGARDING PROPERTY, 

MAINTENANCE AND SUCCESSION RIGHTS OF COUPLES IN DE FACTO UNIONS, Intersentia, 2019. 

2. Katharina Boele-Woelki, Frédérique Ferrand, Cristina González-Beilfuss, Maarit Jänterä-Jareborg, Nigel Lowe, 

Dieter Martiny, Walter Pintens, PRINCIPLES OF EUROPEAN FAMILY LAW REGARDING PROPERTY 

RELATIONS BETWEEN SPOUSES, Intersentia, 2013. 

3. Jens M. Scherpe, Andy Hayward (eds.), THE FUTURE OF REGISTERED PARTNERSHIPS, Intersentia, 2017. 

4. Wendy Schrama, Marilyn Freeman, Nicola Taylor, Marielle Bruning (eds.), INTERNATIONAL HANDBOOK ON 

CHILD PARTICIPATION IN FAMILY LAW, Intersentia, 2021. 

5. Laima Vaige, CROSS-BORDER RECOGNITION OF FORMALIZED SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS, Intersentia, 

2022. 

6. ECtHR  case  law can  be  found  through  the  HUDOC  database : http://HUDOC.echr.coe.int 

7. ECJ/CJEU case law can be found through The CURIA case law database: http://curia.europa.eu.  

1.12. Method of monitoring the quality which enables acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences  

Appreciation and assessment of student evaluations in order to improve the quality of teaching. 
Self-evaluation in terms of continuous monitoring, analysis and evaluation of one's work. 

 


