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Mirela Župan is an Associate Professor and head of Department of Private International Law. She 

is a manager of Phd Programme in Law. Professional orientation towards EU law derives from 

Postgraduate Scientific Master Study on Law of European Integration at Faculty of Law Rijeka 

(2004) and PhD on EU private international law on child maintenance (2009). Main professional 

interests include cross-border family relations, child protection and human rights within EU 

acquis. Awarded with Max-Planck Society Doctoral (2007) and Postdoctoral Grant (2011), 

research conducted at the Max-Planck Institute for Foreign and Comparative Law, Hamburg, 

Germany. Visiting professor at Faculty of Law in Pécs, Budapest and Maribor. Holds courses at 

the Master’s Programme and PhD Program. Other competences: former project manager of the 

EU funded IPA Cross-border cooperation program with University of Pécs (3 cooperation projects 

resulting in creation of research area in law, common curricula development and students 

exchange). Head researcher for Croatian project partner in Planning the future of cross-border 

families: a path through coordination - "EUFam's" with University of Milano as coordinator and 

University of Heidelberg, Verona, Valencia, Osijek and MPI Luxembourg as partners. External 

scientific cooperation at project „EU Judiciary Training on Brussels IIa Regulation: From South 

to East”, with University Milan-Biccoca as a coordinator and University of Barcelona and Rijekta 

as well as Lithuanian Law Institute as partners. Holder and main researcher at UNIOS - IZIP 

scientific project (2017) on parental child abduction. At several occasions national reported in 

topics related to international family law.  Appointed by European Commission as a member of 

expert group for revision of Regulation 2201/2003 (2015). Appointed by Croatian Ministry as 

member of a working group for implementing act on parental civil child abduction (2016). Trainer 

for ERA - Trier, Croatian Judicial Academy - Zagreb, EIPA - Luxembourg and other. Presented 

at numerous international and internal conferences, seminars, workshops. Published numerous 

scientific papers and monographs.  
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